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In today’s political world the term disobedience has received much political attendance. Starting with anti

their opposition against their governments’ behaviour and decisions 

the Occupy Wall Street movement as “accepted the legitimacy of political i
authority of resulting laws….the very way in which we are governed: the structure of partisan politics, the 

period” (Laudani & Sitze, 2013). Modern day disobedience challenges both law and politics. 

Resistance to Civil Government, 
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The Politics of Obedience: The Discourse of Voluntary Servitude

as “one of the seminal political philosophers” and the “first theorist of the strategy of mass, non
disobedience,” and credits him with originating “fundamental insight… that every tyranny must necessarily be 
grounded upon general popular acceptance.” (Rothbard, 2002)

Jihad
jihad

Al- Qaida Jihadist
vision were mostly influenced by Qutb’s thoughts in justifying their go

example, religious laws were implemented based on Qutb’s thoughts in Afghanistan. Though, Qutb was a Sunni 
Shiite

trip to America Qutb was exposed to what he considered the West’s spiritual and moral bankruptcy, though he 
admired their scientific and economic achievements. Qutb’s rejection of west led him to embrace the Islamic 

west attitude and both called for return to Islam. Qutb’s 
Milestones

“Mankind today is on the brink of a precipice…… because humanity is devoid of those vital values for 
ealthy development and real progress” (Qutb, 1990). 

autobiographies, and various websites. Further, as for the primary resources in tracing Boeti’s and Qutb’s 
The Politics of 

Obedience: The Discourse of Voluntary Servitude Social Justice in Islam
The Religion of the Future Milestones

Boetie’s views of tyranny and civil disobedience
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central problem for Boetie is, in his political philosophy is, “why in the world do people consent to their own 
enslavement?”

“I should merely to understand how it happens that so many men, so many villages, so many cities

him,” (as cited in Newman, 2007).

disobedience is in the way to recapture liberty. He says, “obviously, there is no need of fighting to 

enslavement,” (De la Boetie, 1975).

“How can he have so many arms to beat you with, if he does not borro

not accomplices of the murderer who kills you, if you were not traitors to your selves? ” (as cited in 

“You sow your crops in 

is own weight and break in pieces,” (De la Boetie, 1975). 

In Boetie’s view there are three types of tyrants (De la Boetie, 1975). Some get position through elections by 

country as if they conquered the country and some other’s as if the land is inherited. Though, elected authorities 

“Still the method of ruling is practically the same; those who are elected act as if they were breaking in 

tural slaves” (De la Boetie, 1975).
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will be persuaded by copying others’ life

earn this consent and they divert people’s attention away from truly important problems affecting their lives. 

pictures, spectacles and other such opiates (De la Boetie, 1975). Further, rulers follows the motto “divide and 
conquer”. The ruler distracts and divides people by income, race, ethnicity, religion, and political party 

“ 

wood, one has to use a wedge of the wood itself” (De la 

“It has always happened that tyrants, in order to strengthen their power, have made every effort to train 
adoration” (De la 

“Tyrants would distribute largesse, a bushel of wheat, a gallon of wine, and a sesterce: and then 
everybody would shamelessly cry, “Long live the King!” The fools did not realise that they were 

they were receiving without having first taken it from them… the mob has always behaved in this way
eagerly open to bribes that cannot be honourably accepted” (

–

ts, we give them nothing, and thus “the chains of servitude are wrecked” through the refusal to serve. He 

“Obviously there is no need of fighting to overcome this single tyrant, for he is automatically defeated 

servitude…. Resolve to serve no more, and you are at once freed. I do not ask that you place hands 

pieces” (De la Boeti, 2005).  

Qutb’s views of tyranny and civil 
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Qutb’s political philosophy is summarised in three steps which are fundamental to his ideas; first, he criticizes 
jahiliyya

jahiliyya
jahiliyyah jihad

jahiliyyah jahiliyyah

Jahiliyyah
societies.  These jahiliyyah societies ignore God’s guidance and follows man

jahiliyyah

jahiliyya

“If we look at the sources a
whole world is steeped in jahiliyya…This jahiliyya is based on rebellion against the sovereignty of 

sovereignty, by making some men lord over others” (Qutb, 1990).

shirk
jahaliyyah

Sharia

jahiliyyah

“The whole question of human well

travels where those who exercise power dictate” ( Pasha, 2013). 

In Qutb’s view, a forceful struggle c

“When they have no such freedom, then it becomes incumbent upon Muslims to launch a struggle 

accept it even when they wish to do so” (Qutb, 1990).

jihad jihad

jihad
jihad

“After the Prophet, peace be on him, only the final stages of the movement of jihad are to be followed; 
the initial or middle stages not applicable” (Qutb, 1990).
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“There are many practical obstacles in establishing the rule of Allah on earth, such as the power of the 

hearts minds, while giving them freedom of choice to accept or reject its call” (Qutb, 1

jihad is to create God’s authority which secures complete freedom for every individual… 

jahiliyya jihad

“The soil of the homeland has in itself no value or weight, from the Islamic point of view. The 
homeland is worthy of defense only when on that soil God’s authority is established and God’s 
guidance is followed” (as cited in Rubenstein, 2010) It shows that

Sharia

jihad
jihad jihad jihad

jihad

Islamic society. Qutb’s following words describe the importance of jihad

“Islam do

not” (Qutb, 1990). 

hakimiyyah sharia Sharia

Milestones
jihad shariah

or hate. As Shepard (1987) indicates “he fights for freedom, human actualization, and development of people in 
spiritualistic view”. But, “

as “the Philosopher of Islamic Terror”” (Berman, 2003). In this sense, Qutb emphasizes the importance of
jihad

s. The power of government is based on only on the rejection of people’s power. In this 
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jahiliyyah, hakimiyyah jihad

Sharia

 Boko Haram

Qutb’s concept of jahiliyya and Boko Haram’s ideas that being instructed in western education is a sin because 

jihad jahiliyyah jihad

overthrow the state to secure individual freedom. Qutb’s final goal is to use jihad
law in the state.  Further, Boetie opposes tyranny and to the peoples’ consent to their own 
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